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That the Balance of Trade will ever be much againft the Colonies, and
:n Favour of Great-Britain, whilft we confume her ManufaGures, the De-
mand for which mutft ever Increafe in Proportion to the Number of Inha-
bitants fettled here, with the Means of Purchafing them. We therefore
humbly conceive it to be the Intereft of Great-Britain, to increafe, rather
than diminith, thofe Means, as the Profits of all the Trade of the Colonies
ultimately center there to pay for her Manufatures, as we are not allowed
1o purchafe elfewherc; and by the Confumption of which, at the advanced
Prices the Britifh Taxes oblige the Makers and Venders to fet on them, we
cventually contribute very largely to the Revenue of the Crown.

That from the Nature of American Bufinefs, the Mgltiplicity of Suits
and Papers ufed in Matters of {mall Value, in a Country where Freeholds
are fo minutely divided, and Property fo frequently transferr’d, a Stamp
Duty muft ever be very Burthenfome and Unequal.

That it is extremely improbable that the Honourable Houfe of Commons,
fhou’d at all Times, be thoroughly acquainted with our Condition, and all
Facts requifite to a juft and equal Taxation of the Colonies.

It is alfo humbly fubmitted, Whether there be not a material Diftiné&ion
in Recafon and found Policy, at leaft, between the neceflary Exercfe of Par-
liamentary Jurifdition in gencral Aéts, for the Amendment of the Common
Law, and thc Regulation of Trade and Commerce through the whole Em-
pire, and the Exercife of that Jurifdi¢tion, by impofing Taxes on the
Colonies.

That the feveral fubordinate Provincial Legiflatures have been moulded
into Forms, as nearly refembling that of their Mother Country, as by his
Majefty’s Royal Predeceflors was thought convenient; and their Legiflatures
feem to have been wifely and gracioufly eftablithed, that the Subjets in the
Colonies might, under the duc Adminiftration thereof, enjoy ‘the happy
Fruits of the Britifh Government, which in their prefent Circumftances,
they cannot be fo fully and clearly availed of, any other Way under thefe
Forms of Government we and our Anceftors have been Born or Settled,
amd have had our Lives, Liberties, and Properties, protected. The People
here, as every where elfe, retain a great Fondnefs for their old Cuftoms and
Ufages, and we truft that his Majcfty’s Service, and the Intereft of the Na-
tion, fo far from being obftructed, have been vaftly promoted by the Pro-

vincial chiﬂaturcs.

That we efteem our Conneions with, and Dependance on Great-Britain,
as one of our greateft Bleflings, and apprehend the latter will appear to be

‘§ *fufficiently fecure, when it is confidered, that the Inhabitants in the Colo-

nies have the moft unbounded Affe¢tion for his Majefty’s Perfon, Family,
and Government, as well as for the Mother Country, and that their Subor-
dination to the Parliament, is univerfally acknowledged.

We therefore moft humbly entreat, That the Honourable Houfe would
be pleafed to hear our Counfel in Support of this Petition, and take our

diftrefled and dcplorablc Cafe into their fertous Confideration, and that the
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